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70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 
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I. Basis of the report 



With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
| [ the international application as originally filed. 

[xl the description, pages 1-3, 5-10, as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages 4, 4a, received on 20 October 2004 with the letter of 19 October 2004 

|X[ the claims, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 

! pages , filed with the demand, 

pages 11-13, received on 20 October 2004 with the letter of 19 October 2004 

X the drawings, pages 1/2-2/2, as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 
U the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages , received on with the letter of 

; 2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 

i which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

| These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

[ I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

| [ | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

[ | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form. 
| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
£J | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
j~] furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

| [ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international.appUcation as filed has been furnished. 

| | The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished 

. [~] The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
LZ] me description, pages 
| | the claims, Nos. 
| | the drawings, sheets/fig. 

| | This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



Replacement sheets which have been famished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. J 6 and 70. 1 7). 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 
and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-12 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-12 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-12 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

The following documents identified in the International Search Report have been considered for the purposes of 
this report: 

Dl -DE 2612043 A 
D2 -US 3959838 A 
D3 - WO 2001/027415 Al 
D4-US 847060 A 
D5 -US 3979788 A 
D6-US 3321787 A 



The present invention is directed to a rotor assembly for a self propelling pool cleaner having a plurality of vanes 
wherein the vanes include discreet stiffening members for supporting the vanes against differential pressure. The 
stiffening members having at least one suction channel for providing fluid communication between adjacent 
spaces and a deformation face adjacent to the relevant vane. This allows the vane to be drawn to the suction 
channel and contact the deformation face to seal the suction channel against further fluid communication when 
differential pressure is applied. 

None of the prior art documents discloses this feature. 

The closest art, Dl, discloses vanes (14) having a stiff base portion. However, there is no disclosure of stiffening 
members having at least one suction channel for providing fluid communication between adjacent spaces and a 
deformation face adjacent to the relevant vane. D5 discloses a ring (23) which could be considered to be a 
stiffening member for vanes (24). Again there are no suction channels on the stiffening member. 

Therefore the subject matter of claims 1-12 is new and meets the requirements of Article 33(2) PCT with regard 
to novelty. 

The claimed invention is also not obvious in the light of any of the cited documents nor is it disclosed in any 
obvious combination of them. It is also considered that it would not be obvious to a person skilled in the art in 
the light of common general knowledge either by itself or in combination with any of these documents. 



The claims are related to products capable of commercial application. 
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